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T reacherous Husband 
Caught in his own IT R AP. 


Being a pleaſant and true Ricketien of a 


Man in this Town tbat would have Sold his 


Wife to Virginia, how he Bargain'd with the Maſter of a Ship 
for Forty five ſhillings , telling him ſhe was a Slut that followed 
him, and that he could not be rid of her; But afterwards the 
Mafter diſcovering that ſhe was his Wite, releaſed her , and 
clapping him inro the Hold, carr''d him away in her ftcad. 
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TRAPAN D- 
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Treacherous Husband Caug 
his own TR AP,oc. 


ht in 


Uppoſing I tell you a Story pener- 
ally known , I ſhall .for bear - par- 
> ticularize in the Names of the Per- 
S ſons concern'd, or the Place where 

£93 they Lived; but onlyl ſay in gen- 
eral, There lived a Perſon in this 
MR A277 Town, (between Chearing-croſs and 
ANYDNAS the Rejal- Exchange ) who though 
he was but of an ordinary Profeſſion, yet was called 
Mafter, al over. the Pariſh where he lived; and had fo 
much of a Gentleman in him as to keep a She- Friend, 
whoin times of pleaſure, or neceſfity, ſupplyed the Room 
of his Wife: This Aoaif-Mecanick groaning under 
the Burthen of #ed-leck, like a Porter under a Cheſt 
of Sugar, was reſoived to be rid of it at any Rate. 
Many a Conference had OLD NICK and He about it, 
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(4) © 
and laying their Heads together , had run over .as.ma- 
ny, Contrivances to make a Woman away, as the Devil 
or Man could invent : But at laft it was agreed that fhe 
fhould. march off to ſome Forraign Plantation. This was 
took'd: upon as -a notable contrivance. And ſo taking 
his leave of him tor the preſent; away he goes to the 
Rojal Exchange in order-to-put the Defign in Exceution, 


Being . come there he falls to exawining the Pillars, 
and found a cruel Company of hard Names, that he 
could* not tell what to make off : But at laſt meeting 
very Happily with a-Ship bound for Yirgizy and juft rea- 
dy to depart ; he agreed upon that as the moſt ſuita- 
ble to his deſign, both as to the time and place, . Joy- 
full with this lucky opportunity, home he returns to his 
Wife. Very ſwect he. was upon her, and like- an Old 
cunning Ratcatcher he mixt Sugar with his Poiſon that 
it might take the better. She wonderfully pleaſed with 
his unuſual kindneſs, provided ſomething extraordinary 
for his Dinner ; and ſuch joy there was as they had ne- 
yer known fince their Wedding-day. 

The Merriment being a little over , and the After- 
noon fair, he pretended buſineſs ar the place where the 
Veſſel lay, and deſired his Wife to bear him Company. 
| know the Reader is preſently coi.cluding that ſhe was 
ready to go with him , but he's miftaken-; for having 
tree ſmall Bantlings at home, that could ntver a one of 
e'm ſhift for it ſelf, the good Woman was very unwil- 
i:!ng to Jeave e'm; but however overcome by the trea- 
{herous kindneſs cf'the good man , ſhe at laſt got a 
Neighbourly 'W oman to pive the little one the Tet, and 
ipread Bread and Butter for the reſt, and: away they 
& a together az lovingly as any Couple in the Pa- 
rith. 

Hitherto all things ſeem'd to favour the Project, for 
veing come to- the Rey , the firft man he met with 

chanc'd 
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(9) 
chanc'd to be the Maſter of the ſaid Veſſel to ' which 
the Bill had direCted him. Hereupon he took an op- 
portunity to diſcourſe him in the Thing ; and in ſhort, 
Covenanted for five Shillings in hand,and Forty Shillings . 
more to be paid when the Ship had-paſt the Block-hout. 
at Graves End, 

Nothing was more to be dene now but the delivery 
of the Goods , of which both the Mafter and the Hus- 
band were eauly impatient. And in this they found 
very little difficulty, for the former inviting the latter on 
Board , he could do no leſs than defire the Company 
of his Wife ; nor ſhe, than comply with his kind re- 
queſt, having no miftruſt of his intention. Being come 
on Board, they were entertained with ſuch things as the 
Ship (I had almoſt ſaid Houſe) afforded ; and after 
ſome conſiderable ftay, Her Husband abſenting himſelf 
longer than ordinary , She delired the Maſter he might 
be called for, that ſhe had three ſmall Children at home 
that wanted hcr dearly. 

The Maſter ſomewhat ſtartled hereat, demanded of 
her if ſhe were Marry'd ; for as yet he had not diſco- 
vered that they were Man and Wife : She reply'd yes, 
and that the Perſon who came with her was her Hus- 
band, He preſently ſmoakting the Deſign, told her the 
long and ſhort of the bulineſs, in the manner that I have 
related it ; which {o ſurpr:zed the Woman , that upon 
a ſudden ſhe loſt that little ſenſe ſhe had, and fell into 
a Swound, Her Husbind returning in this interval in- 
quired into the cauſe ; which he no ſooner underſtoo! , 
but tis ſaid he had like to have born her Company ; 
for he was a pitiful low-hearted Raskal ( as I have alrca- 
dy intimated to you) that would have been more wick- 
cd if he had becn more Couragious, Gape he did; 
and was going to ſay ſomething in excule of himſelf, 
but his: Wife coming to her {clf, told him he Ly'd at 
a venture , Clapping her Hands and Scolding at ſuch a 

» rate, 
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Late, that he mide the Eabin Ring agen. Sirah, ſays 


ſhe, is this your kindneſs ? I thought what it came to; 
Cthough in this I dare- Swear ſhe Ly'd,) Did notI Mar- 
ry you, and give you Five Pound to buy your Wedding 
Cloaths, when you had-not a Tatter to your Arſe? ___ 


(for in her haft ſhe did not ſtand upon fine words) and 


yet for all this have not you uſed me like a and 
kept a Whore under my Noſe ? and and now at laft to 
Betray me and Sell me? More ſhe would have ſaid 
to this purpoſe ; and to ſay Truth, if ever a Woman 
may be juſtifyed in her Scolding ſhe had occafion c- 
nough, but the Mafter being an honeſt Fellow , and 
not caring for too' much noiſe on one hand, nor too 
much Villany on the other , bid her be quiet, and all 
ſhould be well enough : $o taking the Husband to task ; 
Sirrah , ſays he, did not you tell me that this was an 
Irapudent Bagpage that dogg'd you up and down to Mar- 
ry her ? that ſhe reſolved to Father a Child vpon you 
that another had begot ? which for ought I know may 
be true enough too. But when I ask'd you whether ſhe 
were your Wite or no ; did you not very impudent- 
ly forfwear it ? Yes, an' pleaſe your Worſhip, ſays the 
poor ſneaking Cur, I did ; and if it had been falfe, he 
durſt not have deny'd it for his Ears : But on the Ma- 
ſter proceeds in his hard Language, Swearing by all the 
Fleſh upon his Back (which conſidering the Corpulen- 
cy of the Man was a pretty ſwinging Oath ) that he ſhou'd 
never ſet foot aſhore till he came to Yirgivy. And for 
your part Miſtreſs ( ſays he ) you may e'ne go quietly 
afhore, and ſay tis the beft days work that ever you 
did ſince your Mether Bound your Head, And fo a bo- 
dy would have thought, if the filly wretch cou'd but a 
ro!ld when ſhe was well.; but ſhe for all, like a fond 
fool fell a Snivelling and wringing of her hands , defi- 
ring the Mafter that he would not carry away her dear 
Husband ; for lct him do what he would yet till he 4 
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(2) A 
her Husband , and: in-that clamorous tmpertinance, 1'fs 
warrant you ſhe repeated the word Husband above a 
hundred times : whereat the Maſter (being alittle hafty) 
dp , a Pox take ye, then ye may £0 both roge- 
ter, 

The Fellow betwixt joy and haft had like to have 
leapt over Board, Concluding he was diſcharg'd ; but 
the Woman taking it in the right Senſe, calling to mind 
both the unkindnels of her Husband, and the fad condi- 
tion her kitle ones would be left in ; was contented 
to intreat for her ſelf, and to ſubmit to the Mafters 
pleaſure as to the other, but for-all ſhe could not for- 
bear offering all the Money fhe had for his Releaſement, 
for which fhe was heartily Laugh'd at and ſent away. 
I hope 1 need not take much pains to perſwade you 
that the Fellow beg'd "ay exrtily to come aſhore : 
But I do affure you if the Malter keep his word (as 1 
think he will) he is not like to ſet Foot on Land till 
he come to Chuck 4 Tuck in Fewer River in Virgin) : 
Whether he is very fairly bound ; and for the Maſters 


fake ( my particular Friend) I wiftt him a good Voyage. 
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